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By C. A. Gibsqn-Hill, m«a., c.f.a o.lt. 

(Cutnplefcd, March J$5fi} 

• Thb " N ° TE i tCS t ! MUUr b,r<lN nCW *"■ ° r rflre b) TCCOrds the Malay Peninsula 

with certainly from the j riTC ° f i W ° spccics ncrL previously known 

ficre.Onc of those birds (No. 129 > rl ? f tW ° 0thcrs ]klle knou ' n 

P™cd ihat the other three, * PP ^ ° n the M:l] ^ an Checklist;- it is pro- 

^ida dactytetra bedouti Mathews, 
sute rubripes Gould 
Ccipefte n emoricote (Hodgson ) 

'°Su,: tnf, C '™ sho “ M Probabl ^ ™ k “ Vagrants’’: 
he given the same standi^ as s'Z Z' ! ,PP “" ! ^ UnusUi ' 1 - bm lc shoufd Presumably 

evidence of the presence of only one pateTfTdnhf taerat,OB *■* we baTe direcl 

Ransome for the specimen of Capetla wmoricota, ° f ' G ' R 


Family SULIDAE 


^/7. Snto ductylafrn hedouli Mathews. 


Masked Booby, 


^uta tioetytaira H^odti Ansir. Ay Rl-c E ion n .. 

A^phmom, Shoals, off the mouth of hM c 1 Gr#^ north of W^a'^ 

jars assr** *» * s^svis?",^; 

On it April 1949, white examining the colony of St,la kucogostcv on Pulau Perak 
in company with I. W. Burdon, I came on two adults of this species, standing together 
;’M ■* rock terril “ "“r •>“ s «")mit of 'he island. 1 There was then no young bird near 
, Km ’ a " d no evident* that Urey were, or itad been, nesting 0 n the terrace. Subsequently 
uvoadultsof the same species, were seen together in flight off the South Areas by F C 
H - AIlen ' Flnall y on A February, 1956, F. O. H. Allen and G. C. Madoc saw and were 
..We to Photograph, a pair of these boobies on Pulau Perak. The birds were again in full 
•adult plumage, and one wns silting on a single egg, 3 

] - fi nil. Raffles Mtts., 20, 1940. 

Y Pni:u: Pirrak, 1949, See Malayan N a Sure Journ,, 5, ()), I9*fl- i 4 n ■ [_? t^ihuh 
Marine thiH journal. mpn,: Pulau Perak. F. G. H.Allen "r^tT, 

Madoc. Malayan Nature lottrn 10 r 195 ft, in the press. ' c A " 

-- I he id generally consists of two e^s, though sonmlinws onlv unc iis laidf Hnsh 

intubate, ami while one is siuEoe chc other often stands on yuard nearby 11 fUcng ]922- 194 - 5 ) 

H eeaerwe if, record ins the colony of be,hull „n Gunons Api.sayr .he clutch if aWc two (j„ 

Ksa. ,Mo: w >- Tw ° « * »«• -Sar j’i 
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Some of the points raised by Lhcse observations are discussed in fulkr detail in the 
paper preceding this one, There it will be found (has no suhspccilic designation is given 
in the heading to the note, as no specimens have been examined, It is, however, reason¬ 
ably certain that the birds occurring on Pul an Perak are, in fact, ex a eti pies of 5. d. 
bedouti Mathews, if Litis race is valid. 11 Four colonies of this form are at present known— 
LJedout Island (where it is said to be plentiful), Adche Island (where its status is un¬ 
certain, but there are probably still a few pairs). North Keeling (with about forty to fifty 
pairs in 1941) and Gunong Api (with about LOO to 150 birds in 19311:), Westward of 
this area is the range of S. d. mehmops Heuglin, but. this bird has not been recorded east 
of Lite Laccadive and Maidive Islands. Eastward of our area is the race S. d. prrsonutu 
Gould, which, occurs in ihe central and western tropical Pacific, and ou the north-eastern 
coast of Australia, where it breeds on Raine Island, northern Queensland. Its range is 
thus separated from tine Malacca Strait by territory within the range of bedouti. 

In Lite foregoing paper we have noted that the total populations of both mclanops 
and bedoud are small, acid that they are spread over a number of colonies, it seems, in 
fact, extremely likely tbaL Sufa duaylatra is slowly dying out over at least the greater 
part of its range in the Indian Ocean, The birds that have been seen in the Malacca 
M-trait on three occasions since 1949 might, therefore, be some of the few survivors cl a 
small, dwindling colony. 

There are, however, objections to this view. One is that there arc no records ol Su'ci 
dactylaira, or of any unidentified white booby, mature or immature, from inis area prior 
to 1949. The second is that although these birds arc now apparently breeding, or trying 
to breed, oil Putau. Perak, it is not hy any means the usual site for this race ol ihictylatra. 
IL is almost certain, in fact, that there ean never have been a colony ol S. d. bedouu 
breeding there successfully under existing clitnatic conditions. The birds might, of course, 
have been nesting originally in (he Arons, and have migrated thence io PuIelu Perak 
when the colony of Safa Icticoga-rier moved there, it indeed such n move took place. But 
Lite absence of previous local records oJ so conspicuous a bird still remains a valid objec' 
lion to the idea of the presence of a thriving colony of these birds in the Strait during die 
nineteenth century. In addition, of course, there is (lie problem of why it should be hint 
on nil three occasions on which this bird has been seen here, there liavr always been 
two adults in company topes her—two standing on Pulau Perak in April, 1949, two Hy¬ 
ing together oil the South Arons, and then again two on Pulau Perak oil 4 February, 
1956 —never more, and never any sign oT immaLure birds. 

These observations do not, of course, prove that t lie re are only (wo of these birds 
in the Malacca Strait, but they do suggest strongly that (here may he only (wo here, El 
this suggestion is correct, then (he most reasonable explanation of iheir presence Li ihat 
:i pfijr qF immature dactytairv from a colony elsewhere fell in with a group of immature 
leucogaster from Pulau Perak at sen, and drifted back with the latter, instead of return¬ 
ing In their point of origin, immature birds from the colony on North Keeling could well 
be reaching the south-western part of the Bay of Bengal, and from there occasionally 
be driven across towards the Tetiasserim coast hy bad weather. In (he latter region .hi-’ 
would seemingly encounter stray examples of Strf& leiicogasrer from Pulau Perak. Ef, on 
reaching maturity, the two Sula ductyhuru then turned south, they would inevitably come 


*. The race tedouli Mathews is accepted by Peters (Check!isi. I, 191! ■ &4), but with the coin- 
men l "Very doubl fully distinct (mm, persona ia'\ It is. as says, a wc r. k ryee bill much -.mallei 

lh?Ti En persona la. but pielanaps Heuuhn t:10t nf Hiirllaub, US Mathew:, : t of: it} appear ly he 
strong enoLi.n.ti. If. there lore, bedouti is not accepted, these birds revert w perton«t* Gould, which 
has ihe same nesting preference', as ihe recorded commes ui btilQitfi, rile obfecMon to the ust Cl 
Puiau Perak hy Suia tfectytatt* in this area (hus remains; unchanjicd. Ulinr appears ,o be i.(f. 
persomtti Guuld is nesting in 1 he iSulu Ski urea, norlh ot Hnmeo. 


Mus. 27, 3 956. 
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dowB of the Nicobar islands, and so reach the northern end of die Malacca Strait, 
instead of the open sea north of the Cocos-Kcefing Islands. AUcrnativdy, young birds 
TtoTlunZ Apt might heroine mixed up with feu****' from Pulmi Vtf* 
we^tem part of the Java Sea, and so follow them home. Bui though this nukes a Eighth 
shorter jmirriev, there would he nothing in the Java Sea are* !□ prewntmg dic,r hymg 
due east on approaching maturity, and so finding their way hack to the ^mda bea, On 
the whole, therefore, it seems more likely ihaL the Pulau Perak birds came ,rom 

North Keeling colony, by way of the Bay oE Bengal. 

■flic distance involved is by no means prohibitive. Fifteen hundred miles rom Noru 
Keelin' 1 (part, we suggest, storm-driven) would bring them to the neighbourhood of the 
TcnassErim coast. Two examples of daciyhitra have been recorded oil the west 
coast nf Ceylon (Gibson HOI, 1953: 92-3), and unless there is some hitner.o un¬ 
recorded colony nearer to the latter Island, they must have travelled more than fifteen 
hundred miles. Further there is already a record OS an immature dactyterra from die 
Mergui Archipelago, some live hundred miles north oF Pulau Perak H this bird drifted 
there from North Keeling, presumably others may also do so at intervals. All that wc 
suggest has happened in this case is that u pair has made the latter part t» the journey 

together. 


7/8. Sul a sula rubripes Gould. 


Red footed booby. 


j eh ta ivum 1 r 

J„to Gould. Syn M* Au.tr t4> .HUB. spp-. p. 7: "Now South W.l«" **”* 

Island, northern Queens]and, fide Mathews, 

Tile Malayan Nature Journal for June. 1954. contains a note by M_ LI. Parry on u 
bird seen at sea at 6 p.m. on 17 May (1954).* twelve miles to the east of Pul™ Red ™B* 
oJT the coast of Trengganu. According to Parry, 

familiar in European enters. Lone tail. Wat-Jr pnmanc*, dagger b,A. white pum^c, me. 

Ah cdkoriat'nole suggests that die bird might have beer. A*ufa docryktm, u„d adds that 

' ,1C T™ Msted diagnosis; in -he 

does rot fit the adult of Hula dactylalw ami m the second place, tlsen.are nojd 

records for Sain tlaaylalra nearer to Singapore than the South Afe RW.gg 

_. pxut Observations of this bird in waters off the southern part of the Mala> Pcn naulj 

are given above. The only booby known from the vicinity „i Singapore is An/« Irm - 
vaster, which was reported by D. W. Lc Marc from Selelar A.rhcld m 14,. 

^ Parra’s description fits the adult of Sulo sule ruhnpes remarkably well. The latter is. 
white ‘vera faintl/linged with bull, but appearing while in the field, with me primaries 
blackish-brown and the matrices a pale (horny) greyish brown. The under wmg coverts 
ire mostly greyish, but this poinL is not noticeable m flight. Nor is the darker uroa 
ihc tail On! receive, in fact, the same colour pattern for Hie plumage that one does For 
the adult of the Northern GanncL, Moms basammx (Lmnc) -white wilh ihc pnmrn 
Tnd'bastard wing black. Further^ ,«/« has a relatively long 1ml For a booby, amouu 
lug to nearly one-third of the total length in the flesh. The diameter that .separates 

*^^Jlr51!SSh-i>r. mm «— « «— *■ *" 

;LS vc \\ ir , the identification were contribute! nlitDTiallIT- 


bull. Kaffleis 
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braking or banking sharply- thick-set bird than Sula sulu, with a 

The adult of Sula dortyhunr L5 .1 r^d > auurtcr 0 f the total length in 

relatively shorter tail, ecmtally amounting o * |( £ a Ba iiny white, hut the 

the flesh. Bui the obvious difference i» m Hu P . :; rjcL . s ,, rc aH ., deep chocolaic brown. 

^rZ S d^tTihe length of the wiling section, end the uui 

- ClSSfe ofa* - Si rs 

1 “h^^S^Tnmn.aty published by Parry fits the adult of M 
„,lB w ell. and would not fit daefytera in any phase. 

Family SCOLOPAC1DAK 

. ( Greyninipfid Fatler; 

c Tij lTfUeroscclUS bicvipsS (Vieilhit). 

" *T'" ipc * Tl Tj Twore £ Jgj[ 

pore^Tu^ptcmber, l^Untd 

for Ueteroscatos brevtpet within the arc ^ £ . R - ley {m %) or Robinson & Kloss 
from Burma by Smy thins ,. 1953). nor Uom Siam bj R ley l Jocs nDt appear on 

U»l). Cl«« tl»Sf 43)^fgifand Robiln^dhasen (1936: 150) refer to 

cither of Robinsons lists( 9. s i■ •- ' .. h w eslcrmost extension or the -pe- 

(hc two birds taken on Sultan Shoal as marking , d resuinab ]y Is not un¬ 

cle,-. on the other hand it **«+““ I bSC™ catalogue lists -our skins 

sg; »* |gg&g 

coll ’ Sad an au. North Natuna I. F. N. Ch^n^> ^ ^ B migrant along the 

Heterosceltts brevipcs clca^y - that the main migratory stream Illi- 

coas* of the countries cast jn B south and easterly dired ton 

vcls southwards through n exh ibj te d bv Cctpdfo inegalu (Swmlioc Jand 

This is another (usance of the _ h . ^mbern Malaya have almost certainly 

”!^C$fc££ “Borneo 1 ! and not round the north sidc_of the South ..unu 

*T=-i* « * I— tf* we ¥ ^ 

“•"i.'S'SS™ ill erne, numbers Mnf njcranun. mb g«g£jg£ 

SSSsliSsSSSSs 

s-SHiBi flBNtS ssa 

‘^Scc II,,11. Kcfftrr Mi*. >5- H*: 


Mus. 
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Sl..i I he present specimen—an adult in full winter plumage, taken by F G H Ari C n 
near Pulau ivetani un the coast of Selangor, on 13 November, r^SS—has therefnre 
double interest It is the second formal record for Malay*, and k carries the 

sZ'' LTSf 1 fUrJler W “ tWi,rd - This *m* '«* «* U birds CSI 

’/ h d b - fccd ““ a wm £ c v,SlEor * " ot a passage migrant so far as Meters 

:s a - i ssbl 

bciow "» •- 


LtttalUl' Q>ul Date 


North Palau Kclam. Sdam-or. 
13-11 -55 

Sulian ShtuJ, cifK S'pore, I ]-y_2_i 
Sullen SlinaJ, otr S’fJOrc, ]J*Su23 
$8- LTIei, Bungurjn, N Natana 
2M-09 

Ss- tJla. Bunguran, N. Naunai 
18-4-09 

Sadatiau, North Nahma, 13-9 23 


Ctifh'i-lor 


}■'. O. H. Alien 
A. W. l-SamiEton 
A. W, Hum ikon 

V, Knight 

V, Knight 
r : . N, Chnsen 


Ei-pas&f 

Cubtiffi 

1 

Turms 


Tail 

41 

14 

167 

57 

37 

32,5 

168 1 

65.5 

JE 

35.5 

163 

63 

41 

32.5 

E65 

69 

40,5 

11 

167 

65 

411.5 

14 

162 

68 


A? wc have intimated, the Selangor bird has the cheeks white, and the sides of the breast, 
the flanks and. the outer aspect of the thighs ashy grey, with no spotting or barring on 
tac unuerparts, The remaining Malaysian specimens in the Raffles Museum collection 
are all til breeding or intermediate plumages, with the skies of the lacc grev and a varv- 
ira: amount of irregular blackish barring on tlw chest and fl. nh. According lq Meyer & 
Wiglesworth (1847: 768), reviewing n series of nineteen skins from Celebes, 

Ur^, T i V .;.::!™r ^ , L | h:i1 Win ‘ lCT dr£S * il! MT1 li]l -' L ■ n-t,!cr part!? before July; (hat winter 

UnKS is iasvrmcd uci [lie upper-part* from July (o September; iMt brecdlnj; plumasc on rli-j 

about Amil niakeS ' Cfi appfiEirailcc be * ori: A f i:rtL ,hilL cJlc upjwr-p&rl-h assume breeding plumage 

Our series is admittedly very small, but. all our three birds taken in September are still 
droppjng their Summer plumage; so far as one might assess the situation from them, one 
would say that winter dress was not complete on the underpins unit] October It is 
possible that oar three birds were moulting later titan the normal run ot individuals in 


or largely young birds which had spent their first summer in winter quarters, and never 
assumed the full breeding plumage. No conclusion can be reached on the evidence at 
present available. Attention has been drawn to the point because it is clearly desirable 
I hat any further specimens in Borneo or further west taken between July and October 
should he examined with this question in view. The twn birds taken hy Valentine Knight 
on Bunguran in April £I 909 i are certainly assuming the breeding plumage on the under- 
parts, but the change is by no means complete, and they do not differ appreciably in 
appearance from one of our September-taken birds. 

Macgregor’s statement dint in the Philippines this bird "may he found feeding on 
tide-flats” (footnote 8. above) suggests benches of mud or soft sand f and agrees with 

13- All nieasurcmcnfs in nun. Tail measured foam (he Iuiec nf the centre father. 
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Whitehead's note from Labuan, ''Frequenting the borders o( the mangrove swamps . . 
and the locale in which the three Malayan specimens were taken. In Kamchatka, how¬ 
ever, Stcjncger "only met with it among rocks and stones., seldom, if ever, on the sandy 
ur gravelly beaches” (IH85: 133]. Hanna (1920: 173), writing of die Prtbitof Islands, 
:.avs that there this species feeds very close to the sea on rocky shores, and birds wmiC]- 
ing in Australia appear to frequent a similar habitat- These latter summaries of habitat 
agree also with die account given b;- bent (1929: 41) of the behaviour id the closely 
allied Ih‘iero\T.£his incumts I timelin) In North America, 

Along 11 1 l 1 reeky umE slutiy poiliuiv, i :,i lie Pacific coii.a, and c-spccialty on Ihc island!! 
and on dying rtufs. Mil:, occult wanderer is a eonimon and w* I-known bird. Hkju ji :s much m 
llumi: i.murig Lile SUrf-SwepL rucks, drenched in ocean sprii}' and oiler enveloped ill fog; it has 
in.) fear □ f hiiiming breakers. which it nmhly dudfiCK ns lI seeks OS hil' "i marine food mtcnig 
I lie kelp and ha in ados on I he rocks, il ik, aL in Li!, i seasons, esSeftliahy a bird ot die .se llimU re. 
bul ts seldom Keen on 1 he sandy nr muddy -dioreK , ► , 

Admittedly these situations have no direct counterpart itt Malaya or Borneo, hut a is 
interesting to note that on the few records available In this region bre ripen appears to go 
Ui the opposite extreme. 


131/132. Cap el I u uemorieula {Hodgson). Wood Snipe. 

Gatfitingo firirintscntn Hodgson, Santa, Atiath -Vai-'. 6, IS37. p. 4‘H}: Nepal, 

On 5 November, 1955, Prof, G. R. Ransomc took a male ot ihe Wood Snipe, 
Capelta ne/noricolti (Hodgson), on Singapore Island: measurements, csp. cuimcii 04 
sum., tnrstts 35'5 mm,, wing Hat 144 mm., tail d3 mm. I he record established by this 
specimen is of considerable interest. Is udds a new species iu ihe Malayan Checklist, and 
ii extends the southward range of namaicoia by a considerable distance in this region. 
The Wood Snipe breeds in die Himalayas, at altitudes from 2,000 to 12,000 feet, from 
north-eastern Punjab to the southern Shan States. In India it winters as tar snath as the 
hills of Curg, Wynard, Nilgirix, Aflainulis and Shcvaroys (liltinrord, lit Raker, 1021: 
Southwards from Assam it has been recorded tn the Chin Hills. In the eastern lulls of 
Burma it is locally common as far south as Lite Southern Shan States. 3L has been taken 
once in Siam—on Doi Aug Ka, thirty-five miles south-west of Chiang-mai (Deignan, 
I y 4.5 - 127). The only record for Tenure rim is a bird seen (but not taken) by Davison 
near Maiewaii, on the north side oi (lie Fukchaii Estuary (Hume k. Davison, 13:.^. 
459 ). The present specimen accordingly extends the reported range of Capelin mauori- 
coia south of die Shan States by nearly sis hundred miles, and the formal range by about 


a thousand miles. 

The Wood Snipe is of about die size and bulk of Capelin megtita (SwinhOc 3, but 
appreciably darker in colouring. Its 1 light is heavy, slow and wavering and, when dis 
Uirbcd. it tiles only for a hundred yards or so, and then Hops back into cover again 
(Raker. 1429: 257), Hume's comment cal Davison's identification ot the PaKhnn find 
runs, l 'Hc has shot numbers of this species on the Nilghim, and is, lie says, perfectly 
certain of the identification” (Hume, in Hume k Davison, 1S78: 459). Robinson k 


Kloss, who felt less happy about it, remark, 

Wc itieUlJc ibis ■’pcCcs ilu Lhfc ; 3 v;fni hijs. nf wJUltl-wesl and peninsilS.ir Si:im| on \ kv.'UMinS 
VKrv emphatic stiilcmum. j( slinultJ be noted, however. ihai ihti species hears a -.limj!: resem¬ 
blance to G- nictinVi, with which presumably Davison w;i* mu acquainted, bat which h.^s, „i 
hue vuii['s been proved to occur in considerable numbers hoih ifl ihe Malay I cruusiiln and 
in the Madras Presidency. No specimens of C nvniimcaht sliol by DnvJ-Hon arc inc edecS sn 
;hc Hume collection now in the British Museum, i Robinson A kloss, I'd: tiJ Aip 


12 . '[ here ii also 3 doubtful record for Ceylon, hat it is not accepted by Wan ( of _ thc 

birds of CcvLon” Colombo, 1325). nr by Whistkr {’The aviHunal survey of Ceylon . Sppha Z<:y 
iMtfcn, 23, (3 St 4). 1944: I 19-321). 


5, J l ‘f-. 27, 1956. 
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There seems little reason now for doubting Davison’s visual record (though we 
should still like evidence that Capelin megala reaches the Malay Peninsula in consider¬ 
able numbers, and must poinL out that it has still not been reported from Siam), in addi¬ 
tion there have been several earlier visual records from Singapore of a very dark, sluggish 
snipe, to which no name could be put. It is, therefore, possible that this bird has turned 
up here before, and had defied identification in the absence of a formal record. 
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No . Ml Nol , on * — - ]£- part5 in ilba “““ 

(Cuwpic&tl JaittwrV' taw 

. . ... r rt Gr . v \ L in breeding plumage* Gj C 

AN adult of Egret W riflta motffjw { ^' R ' _ |3 November. I«5, i» now n 

- - -* - *» —■ 

blue, legs Jeep rose red . , k a , s at jj rst taken lo be tin example 

Tliis sped™" Is smell for «/&« £"** ch; ,^eristics of Egritta Ma - n0 

or EgrelM intermedia (Wagter). but it • an( | ,hc middle loc-wnh-claw 

conspicuous breeding plumes on 1 is ron v . Amiinst Ibis there is an unusually 

sM 5 ^ 3 »«rJs , sar- - - 

black. Stuart Baker ! I‘)2d: 3^-61 : ■ (ect b “ a . clc ... Md this is duly translated into 

and edge of gnpc bright green eg • • Hume <1878: -173. says "l «inno 

French by Delacnur & Jahouille .1-1. ' ; - hftc HeIon of India [mu.fr.swl 

remember ever having seen o fP K ' n ' en . ** L the colour of the tibia is like that of 
which had Lhe tarsi and feet other fbiack. i.c.. in the breeding season. 

lire bill, dependent oil lhe season. * . jra( , s wilh ., tinge of orange, and remaps 

the Libia ere reddish or ileshy brown. ' as fflp . „ r m y specimens seem 

this colour at times may run down 1* »•*"«' J ^ fll)d it i5 1M11 recorded in the ease 

to show, hut 1 cannot remember to hi.se obs^d q| . ^ sofl ^ But even 

of any of the specimens of which I attrsbtilcd to llic present spec mien, 

then U » a long way from the ■■legs „, c sofl parts of tins 

Dowdier Shnrpe ( LW- ft) Accur ding Lo the laiter a niule m 

hird from specimens taken by M‘d°r -f unc h;lJ -b»i, legs and feci black ha, e 

rull breeding plumage shot near DeHu c MuC- ilis hull". another nude tOr.cn 

parts of tibia reddish, bare shut ol «•- .. ■ iven as -bluish green : the 

. . . 

^dm mm * in 

_ 1 
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jNo, 25, NiMefc on (he hirds reported from Barren Island (Kayu Ant), between file 

Singapore Strait & Sarawak 

tCnmpletal Ociphw, lOjS) 

LJarm.n Island, or Kayu Am ftoL 1 ,ld* A ? M Leuijf, jw £0' £ J, thirty-three miles 
north-westward ol Dumdum, lies dose to the normal course between Tunjong Apl (on 
the west const of Borneo} Jind the eastern entrance to the Singapore Strait. In a number 
of papers, mchidinj;: Chaseu {1935: 49), Gihsnn-Hill [1^: 79) and Mu doe (1954; 
77 j If. said LtlEiC c,ie Common Noddy, Anosis uatidus pilcdtus (Seopolt) breeds on the 
^ statement is based on skins and eggs in the Rafiks Museum collection (see 
Gtb |S on;H |1] . 1 950: 56^7), Recently, in 1952, Dr. J. Hendrickson, caught an example 
ot the W hitecappcd Noddy, Anviix mmuitts Boic r probably A.au <wrcL**ten (McGregor) 
oil Barren island J and subsequently B. E, Smylliies (. 1954^ 69) raised the query as to 
whether it was in fact stolid us or minium (hat was breeding on the island. Actually, as 
F. G. H. Allen pointed out in reply, Barren Island is wholly unsuited to the habits and 

'■ " r]lc Museum notes m The Sarawak Gazette for November, l L >3Z, however state than the 
Common Noddy iAnoiis utotultis} ’has never been folk or NLitJsTwcLoraU- proved to nest in Malaya or 
we l°" barren bland], Now, i hanks so it fine piece of baseball work by tin American, wc ai last 
kno'.'. lfial ,il Least .some of the lerinrUs of barren l.skind art mil Common Noddys Dr J K 
Hcndnctsoji of ihe University of Malaya, retuniine in the Rajah tiro, A, . actually .succeeded in 
heiriinj: Ode at the birds as it twirled past the Ship with Ids of otlspin —or whatever Li IS ill base¬ 
ball , . . Il proves to be the much rarer and less known smaller A twin minus.‘ .i. Of course, it is not 
VC3 proved lu ne.\l Llierc!'' (The Srjririivj'k GuzrUi-. L|UoEcd in Smythies,. [9^4; {iHj. hut :ipar| from 
liarnen Maml, \iutsthix ntsht in £he Tamhclan pronp (fide Oberhoker. 3?19: Llfil. 
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preferences of min,Ms su tar records 11954: 102 & pi. 34). It might possibly nest c.n 
Pencibu, eight miles west-north-westward of Kayu Ara. but lorn Hurnsson assures us 
thiLt the inhabitant* would not permit it to do so. 2 if not there, then, cither the bird taken 
hy Hendrickson was a stray from further afield, or it came from one of the other small, 
densely wooded islands on the edge of the Tanibehm group, south-eastward d t'engibu 

and Kityu Ara, , . i,. 

The present note is not. however, primarily concerned with Anon.', ttiinutuj,. its 

object is to state dearly (he evidence on which it has been assorted that Arums stolufus. 
and the Bridled Tern, Sterna th aruvtltrtus Scopoli, nest on Barren Island The island 
itself is described in the China Sea Directory (5th edn, 2, 19 Ob 93 ) as a whitish rock, 
eighty leer high, about one cable length broad, and without the slightest trace o! vegeta¬ 
tion; it appears, in fact, to be very like a miniature edition of Pulau Perak. The China 
Sea Pilot (2nd edn, 2, 3950: 46) says (hat Kayu Ara (Barren Island) is a sleep-to. 
hare, white rock, about seventy-** feet (23-2) high, with a large isolated rock dose oil 

its southern side. • • . 

The earliest references tu sea birds breeding on the island known to the present 

wriier date from May, \M In that month H. M. Surveying Vessel Sm^ng (Captain 
Sir Edward Belcher) was proceeding from Sarawak to Singapore, ano she was , e 
calmed In the neighbourhood of Barren Island. According io Belcher himself i L^S, 
(2): 179), 

E’u^iiw Tuitions Api ami the SI, Pierre islands, wt were u^ill middng fidr progress 1 m- 
,,,nl Singapore, buf on ihe IMK Had only reached ihc vtom.;ot 
aaain delayed ius|. This afforded me Sit opportunity of Bxtag rts pasuion, 
qSniil^ It the i egs D f Tvm. and jHhcr murine bE^wi.li winch it abounded. Its P^uon 
was determined to he m Lat i 32 -- N-, Lons 106 __ m . 

And according to Frank S. Marryah who was a reluctant midshipman on H.M.5. 

Satrutruit}!, 

Oul paw io Sinjsapor. piuvul yen tcJ«, nil H;mo- upon Jiort -J™' 

n„ . [n:• Wc louchctl at Barren Island, and obtained n large quantity of w btr <J h 
Kii' Sire m«lly niiien: but .his did nut **** our nmkine omdea of them or w, wco: 
now wlih only ihree tfiys* provisions on board ai half allowance. and ihc calm *n!l ««iiin y - 
Th?« we WCTI! in ,mln of the irdaml. die flapped idly u E ainst Lbc maim ami not ., 
L:,.l, jlilurtaJ in. of [lie ocean WJVC. We ,ho.. S lu of the Ijdc ^ 

VI'irincr and there *cre not WaflllflG tfmSC Pit bonriJ who dedal cd lhal ihtS conum ca C 11 
LL □ judgement upon vs, not for shootinp an albatross, but fm robbing the ntfis ihc - 
fMmryal, UMH: 212), 

Seemingly* then, there were tern-libe sea birds of one or more specif breeding on 
Barren Island in 1846, with eggs available and relatively fresh on 14-1. May. 

[ n 1908 a Eanding was apparently made on the island under instructions trom H.E. 
the Governor, Sir John Anderson. Early in July he visited Borneo in the government 
steam yacht, the Seabdic, reaching Labium on 10 July, and Hereafter calling in at Brunei 
and Kuching. The Scahelle finally left Sarawak at 9 a.m. on Sunday, 19 m* m 

_ tli, obje^h (hat there.arc coconut 

-T,c &£ on 

22 December (IVML 


rr.ks 
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'■ h “ ■*• » »>. ■*. «„». 

; r) ' Rented were two specimens of the Com tf]C hlsaAn fi *>ds {J yOy: 

™" '*<*** by H.L. U,,-“™t™ r ^ "M. eggs. 

Ihccndof (hisparitnrauh he v.v, rh'. ’? John A ndcrson t K,CM.G r - » 4, 

™d exhibited. This probably c^pjaL'T rufof’uf*'’’“i" 1 '"? ” IW * were roounted 
Anderson. There was a display case of sea birdf, ! ,IJICnal P rese mcd by Sir John 
of A„o,i,- »!,,/« and s(; vrrnl > ' B ds. „,fitly BB but wil|] 1WD E , 

" ™ :i h “% executed hnbi.a.TC Tf ^ ^ “ Kaffl “ »■— u,lt 'l 1*9. 

?T ed 10 ■>* way fora L . rou _ ""'T'' 1 ' “« ■" tltet year it was re - 

,n * l “‘J | Wen "‘l> Br. locality 4s on it but thLff Nonc <*‘«S material 

preserved) were certainly m.lkh .v and noddies (one of which has been 

*" dou ^ 1 to* lw « specimens of Ihc CommonNoddy T "T ^ liUle "**«» 

* Cf f oblained ^ im, lin d that they x™ : rhT/; 11 a[t unknmvn number of C ge 5l 
An eft rson white he ,,, un hi S 4 tack froi ^ 0ffe * Sir John 

In 1921 Sir J.amvn.-^ ;iu . 1 -Vniwak on 19 or 2(1 lujy. 

^ ° n ^ rclurn pa^e (ho LljblJEin iLnd 5 a^k bv 

pare on 27 June. GuilJ, marcr , p , -d docked *i Siag£ 

RaffleS W™*.. ^ succession to D H lf | f “ «"* ^or of 

summarises it in a purrtnraph Tfu . a™. , d tnp ^ 11 one: Moulton 

(1922: 3). in which he S ay S ,]J he ™" ^ f ° r R;lfllts Muieuiti for mi 

Ma,Ttanj n | Ls,a ," (I fNl?rrpJ Borneo^ ^ I.abuan mi r 'V°-^ Cl £0olo S iKl1 ITia lcrinf on 
,ln tllc rcturT3 journey to Singapore alsri nmveH* ’ ' . An hour ,,n Barrc " Island 

trot .say tvhtil he obtained during the Li, -ibf- f rodt,ct, '' e Admittedly Moulton does 
Wttseitnt collection still contains ,wo'*£?of A.^'lr ,“T! Wand ' bu[ ,lw ^ 
heen taken on the island on 26 June, 1921 tooeiher ' (- ’ d ' ' ' 1 a,le @ d 10 have 

ln-'ir, the same source. We also have cki n ' .,-2-,'''" 11,1 ^ lllL ‘ species. 

Rarren Island, 26 June. 1921. and ten c<~! uf i ™.'.<■*>■ i I labelled 

could hardly have permitted this miteriilY h "' lln,i, arly localised. Moulton 

“■*“ birds and their w«!!XW ^ ^ had. htcL. 
Island? and where did iie get the specimens of A,, •* d ‘J’ dld he e c ’ <>n barren 
(he collections nmde on Chrimmas S »<*» reviewitjs 

1932. Chasen (1933: 64, wrote ‘k 3 bj ' W ’ '*>***+ in 
]‘>1 <'«>»* on the Rooky’,,££?„ 4 d ' SC0Vl:r0d rf nestlings 

htrds had practically finlshe.l hreediiv t ? 8,W,p l4,h August, but the 

hcs!, Moulton found plenty of cags'on ’sn ^ ; ' nd ’ “ rc '' v m ‘ ,ci 10 thc °»«h- 

f utator of the Rallies Museum L'lanuiP ,uT ' ? Kaal *' as “PPoimcd Assistant 
'hat jour: lie must, therefore, Jiave been present in ^ -'ssumed duty on 5 March oi 
'Vilh his spoils from Barren Island and thou^hl whcn Moullon ^turned 

are labelled -26,1, June", there can be 25,h June " and the specimens 

collected in June. 1921, ™ bl |1JI h n was referring to material 

lsl ™ d k °‘" «* *ck of a 

course, contp.eteiy what we should espcct. 

* m Ktass ' l9IM: M'l sad 0 %hoIier , ms; L16l - 
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both A tujtis stolid us ond Sterna artieihelit.s normally abandon their nesting nltcs. outside 
(| ie breeding season and move away from the area. Again., the three reports of these 
birds* or tcrn-llkc birds* nesting on Barren Island pill the period for lay ing in May and 
June, and possibly inio early July, which corresponds roughly with the observations 
;mm other colonies in ibis region. So here we should only expert to encounter the birds 
on or near die island between May and October. 

Briefly, in fact, we can take it that in one respect there is no mystery about liar ten 
Island* Obviously both Anoiis stalin'its and St?rtw anmthEtiat visit it For breeding par- 
I m>es from about May onwards, and on Hide Hie breeding season follow their normal 
habit, and leave the island for the open sea. As a site, it dearly lias an inhospitable ap¬ 
pearance; but no more so than the bare dills on Christmas Island, where A nous stolidur, 
nests ill considerable numbers, or than Pulau Perak* where Madoc found between three 
and four hundred pairs breeding in June, 1354 (Madge, [354: 22 j, in spite ol the fact 
ihtil there were clearly atone of these birds present there on 3 April ( 1443* see Gibson- 
E-Lill, 1350ft; 1-4). Further we may add that Madoc (toe. df.; 22—3) saw tour pairs ol 
Sterna nmeihetits on Pubu Perak in iuEie* though he did not discover any nests* 

The point of origin of Hendrickson's Arums tnimtlus is a dilierant matter: wc, would 
certainly not suggest that ihesu birds, breed on Barren Island. But they might be nesting 
somewhere in the Tambelan group, or on its fringe: and there is known to be u colony 
breeding cm Kebatocn (Tjina Pebatocnj, a rocky islet thirty-one miles south of Billiton 
(Lot. 3 ' W S. T Long. 1<*8' OY E-h and another on the Karimon-Juvn Islands {appro*. 

Lai. 5 V > 31* S.. Lang. n0 u .liY E.) in the Java Sea/ 1 
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